.The Fashion o g s § ‘A TR, - 0 R
lcon and

Natural
Beauty In

Her Venice
Garden

A pitch-perfect spirit of discovery

The nine-month transformation,

CALIFORNIA STYLE

ANIMAL
INSTINCT

or neurl}’ 2D years,

The rem&!mp@d Carmel \/alhﬂy F%aﬂcl’ Inspires summer X Carmel Valley Ranch
& fun in, the great outdmor:—ail Y€ round ev senvieNvipy - o e, e, go dor for

leisure golfers, tennis

which began at the beginning of
this year, includes a pristine 18-

hole golf course designed by Pete
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buffs and the prover- Dye (with a revamped main club-

bial family reunion. This fall, house to match); a new lobby and
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thanks to a $35 million renovation,
the 490-acre outdoor playground
of moss-covered oak trees and roll-
ing hills sports a new look and ca-

sual {:I.'.IHI.':E]]T to impre:-:s even the

restaurant headed up by Executive
Chef Tim Wood; a 2,000-square-foot
spa utilizing honey and floral ex-
tracts harvested from the property’s

three beehives and multiple laven-
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most seasoned “camper.” der fields; freshly groomed trails

You probably won’'t hear “Hap- with morning and afternoon guided

The resort is nestled,” < py Trails” sung around the fire pits

in the foothills of the

: santa Lucia Moun- : - . _?
%5 tains with nearly 500 . not a yippe ki-yay ranch,” says (e i H‘ l‘.‘hrr‘r"lhl ‘If_ﬂllEff CERGENCE I bit sightings; an “adventure kitchen”

acres of secpried - Dye dealgned golf course | CEE e .
woodiand and ; . . for educational programs, cooking

landscaped HETdEIﬁ. d AR VA John Pritzker about the posh prop- classes and private parties; and a

nature hikes, complete with frequent

here, though. “It's a ranch, but it's deer, wild turkey and cottontail rab-

Founding Partner and Director

e A a erty—just 10 minutes from downtown Carmel—once home River Ranch designated family area with a fitness center,
‘*& .*3', i E to the Ohlone native Americans and later used as an orchard tennis and bocce courls, a pool, two Jacuzzis and, for the

. *: :.:1*- 1 and dairy farm. “We like to think of it as summer camp with- wee ones, a splash fountain.
??'-"'*::-r.__-é‘%j-“ ﬁ out the discipline,” he adds, inspired by his childhood days Each of the 139 suites has been outfitted by design firm
at Camp Horseshoe in Wisconsin. “It's about having fun, ForrestPerkins with leather club chairs, rain showers, iPod

roasting s'mores and trading stories by the fire, but it's not
the next ‘California Ranch Disneyland.’ It's about authentic-
ity.” Just watch the kids (and kids at heart) soaring in tree

swings throughout the grounds.

docking stations and enough closet space for a family of
four—plus a private patio and fireplace. Despite being a
scout’s dream, it's hardly roughing it. One Old Ranch Rd.,
Carmel, 831-625-9500; carmelvalleyranch.com. e
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Italian micro-twill exteriors lined with striped, yarn-dyed interiors
and polished nickel hardware make the new travel line for S.F.--
based Wisecracker a collection of quiet luxury. With 16 versatile
bags for men and a capsule of five styles for women, "We're
targeting the savvy traveler who wants quality and style and
prefers to stay under the radar,” says Managing Director David Dow.
Willkes Bashford, S.F.,; wisecrackerluggage.com. DIANE DORRANS SAEKS
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